Target Species

Southern Calamari - sepioteuthis australis

Where 1o fish

Squid can be found in estuarine and inshore
habitats from inshore reefs and weed beds to
rock walls, jetties and offshore manmade or
natural structures. Being a predominantly
ambush predator these places offers them
not only refuge from being attacked but also
a place to prey on food such as prawns,
baitfish and crabs. This ‘How To" will focus
mainly on the Southern Calamari species.
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How fo target

There are two options when it comes to squid,
they are cast and refrieve with squid jigs or using
a squid spike/prong and bait. When casting jigs
let them sink to the bottom and add an upward
whip of the rod on the refrieve to make the lure
dance in the water. Doing this imparts a prawn
or wounded baitfish action alerting any squid in
the area. Let the lure sink and repeat.

When using bait insert a baitfish onto a squid
spike/prong and cast out underneath a float.
Wind in and slack line and when the float goes
under you on, then gently start winding.

Information courtesy of Wade Atkinson, Adelaide SA and Department of Fisheries WA. Photos courtesy of Get Fishing fournament members.
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Squid can be caught right around
Australia year round. However, the
southern half of the country argu-
ably offers the best squidding
during the cooler months of the
year and they are most certainly a
fun species to target.

0 Carry a wide selection of jigs
in various colors and sizes. Al-
ternate between them ftfo
find what’s working best on
the day.

When targeting from a boat
drifting allows you to cover
more ground and is more
productive than at anchor.

When fishing from the rocks
its always handy to have a
landing net at hand.

Make sure you imply some
action in the lure with short
fast upward whips of the rod
to make the lure dance.

Squid

Rod & Reel

If land based fishing for squid a rod in the 9ft
range and 3-5kilo line class is ideal. The extra
length will aid in not only casting ability but will
also give you some leverage around the rocks,
jetty, etc. Balance your ouftfit with a 2000-3000
size reel.

The same sefup can be used when fishing from a
pboat, however leverage isn’t as paramount and
a shorter 7ft rod will provide greater maneuver-
ability and ease of use.

Line and Leader
e Lure: 4-10lb braid, 1.5m 10lb fluorocarbon leader.
e Bait: 10-15lb braid, 1.5m 15lb fluorocarbon leader.

Terminal Tackle

e Lure: Squid jigs/jags, snap swivels or speed clips.

* Bait: Swivels, weighted float, bait prongs/spikes,
glow sticks optional.

Best Lures

Some jigs catch more squid than others.
Yamashita and Yo-Zuri both make exceptional
quality jigs in a wide range of colors & styles.
Popular sizes are 2.5, 3.0 and 3.5 depending on
wather depth. It's advisable to carry a variety of
colours and sizes to match the conditions. Some
days bright colours will work best, other times
black or dark colours will work best.

Best Bait

The best bait for squid is fresh baitfish such as
Herring, Sauries, Yellowtail, Whiting and Pilchards.
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Information courtesy of Wade Atkinson, Adelaide SA and Department of Fisheries WA. Photos courtesy of Get Fishing fournament members.



